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COL Kilgo (left) and CSM Brooks (right) on their recent visit to Djibouti, Africa.
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Voting News:

On Tuesday, November 8, 2011, Arkansas will
hold a special state-wide election for a state high-

UPCOMING HOLIDAYS

way bond to renew $575 million in bonds to re- October 7th U'R Training Holiday

pair approximately 300 miles of interstate high-

ways. For more info see your unit VAO or visit October 10th Columbus Day

www.fvap.gov
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MESSAGE FROM THE BRIGADE COMMAND TEAM

&

COL Mitchell L. Kilgo CSM Patrick Brooks

Dear Soldiers, Civilians, Friends and Family,

During the last two months, the Brigade of
Excellence moved at a frenetic pace which left us
with memories to treasure and simultaneously im-
proved us professionally and personally. The Bri-

gade hosted the first of its kind Strategic Planning COL Kilgo congratulates CW2 Elliott with coin, on a job well done
Review, which proved to be productive in allowing preparing the Brigade S1 team for the 5th Signal Command In-
spection

the leaders of each battalion to gather in a central
location in Ramstein with the brigade leadership and
discuss strategy in a distinct environment away from
the normal routines of the office.

LandWarNet Conference added major mile-
age to the command group’s already packed travel
schedule. However, my favorite reason for travelling
was and still is visiting Soldiers. | am grateful for the
opportunities to see first hand our high-speed signal-
ers in action, whether its on the continent of Europe
such as Kosovo, or all the way to the Horn of Africa,
our Soldiers are leading the way.

In order to improve the way we reach Sol-
diers and to stay in touch as an extended Signal
Family, the 2d Brigade now has a Facebook site:
http://www.facebook.com/BrigadeofExcellence
Log on, network with your fellow signaleers and
share stories and photos of what you do with your
friends and family back home.

In closing, keep on performing at the level
of excellence and constantly seek for ways to excel.

COL Mitchell L. Kilgo
Brigade of Excellence

Left to right: CSM Brooks, CSM George, and COL Kilgo at
CSM George's retirement ceremony


http://www.facebook.com/BrigadeofExcellence
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HQ, 2D SIGNAL BRIGADE PHOTOS: HISPANIC HERITAGE CELEBRATION

BRIGADA DE LA
EXCELENCIA!

COL Kilgo and CSM
Brooks say thank
you to the volunteers
which helped make
the celebration
memorable.

Below: the Wies-
baden Garrison
Command Team, the
Guest Speaker and
2d Signal Brigade
Command Team cut
the cake.
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MESSAGE FROM THE 6981ST

‘ ﬁ, Page 5

CIVILIAN SUPPORT GROUP

Hello Members, Friends, and Family of the 6981st,

July and August are the main vacation
months in Germany with the big school break with
at least one overlapping week at all countries. What
a nice time you may think, but the truth is that this
time is also challenging for us as a unit. On the one
hand side we do have running a lot of taskings and
many upcoming projects we need to support, but we
do also need the break time to recover our strength
and power to continue our mission in the coming
months. On the other hand side we are challenged
to order and purchase materials while the vendors
do not have sufficient men power out of the same
reason. In both areas a good coordination and or-
ganization as well as experienced personnel is
needed to react in a timely and effective manner.

Furthermore, as the end of the fiscal year
is close by, our customers do find additional money
to finance some more surveyed projects. We do
support those requirements as good as we can,
however, there are limits given by RCO’s and regula-
tions. Our Tech Supply team is still working on get-
ting in quotes for material purchases while deliver-
ies for earlier financed projects arrive. While re-
searching parts and filing material orders are less
glamorous but absolutely essential parts of accom-
plishing the mission. Maybe the pictures show our
team while requesting or working on a quote for

your requirement.

We are looking forward to support you
throughout the year, each year.

We connect!

Gerd Drechsler

Mr. Kah (below) while researching a needed part for a
material order.

“RESEARCHING PARTS AND
FILING MATERIAL ORDERS ARE
LESS GLAMOROUS BUT
ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL PARTS
OF ACCOMPLISHING THE

MISSION.”
WE CONNECT!

Mr. Preuss (above) while filing documents for project based mate-
rial orders.
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MESSAGE FROM THE 39TH SIGNAL BATTALION COMMAND TEAM

CSM Charles Miller

LTC Rodney L.
Lightfoot

Dear Soldiers, Civilians, Friends and Family,

The Battalion and both of its companies have
been extremely busy with both of them
changing command in July.

Company Change of Command Ceremonies

The Headquarters and Headquarters Detach-
ment (HHD) and 128th Signal Company
(128th) Change of Command (CoC) ceremo-

nies were conducted on July 15, 2011. There

were two CoCs, one in the morning and the
other in the afternoon. The HHD CoC saw the
outgoing commander CPT Chavarria hand
over the guidon to 1LT Brown, the former
128th XO. CPT Chavarria held command at
HHD for 16 months while 1LT Brown had
been the 128t XO for eight months prior to
assuming command. Both officers were ea-
ger to conquer the challenges that are syn-

onymous with command which also brings
forth bigger opportunities. The 128t CoC
passed the guidon from CPT Lawrence to
CPT Chavarria. CPT Lawrence enjoyed
being the commander of 128th and, al-
though leaving the company is bittersweet,
is ready to excel in his new assignment as
the Battalion S4. For CPT Chavarria this
second command brings more responsibil-
ity to include more Soldiers and Civilians.
Company CoC is usually a once in a lifetime
opportunity but these two Captains re-
ceived this honor twice. Congratulations to
these three officers.

CPT Alden G. Chavarria takes com-
mand of the 128th Signal Company

39TH SIGNAL BATTALION COMMAND NEWS

“My first two months with the HHD Mer-
cenaries flew by faster than | ever imag-
ined. What a fine group of Soldiers,
Non-Commissioned Officers and Civil-
ians - | am grateful for the privilege and
opportunity to be able to serve with
them. Hopefully the coming months will
not pass so quickly as | am having a
great time.”

“First to the Fight!” - 1LT Brown

1LT Brown takes command of the
Headquarters and Headquarters De-
tachment, 39th Signal Battalion

The HHD, 39t Signal Battalion Mercenaries
quickly put the last two months into the history
books; but, not until having placed their dis-
tinctive touch on tons of events. It all began
with a three-week visit from two West Point
Cadets, Cale and Delk, who were selected to
attend Cadet Troop Leader Training with the
39t The first thing these Cadets were able to
witness was two 39t Signal Battalion Com-
pany Change of Command ceremonies. In
addition to the Cadets receiving valuable one-
on-one Signal related training with all 39th

sections, they also were able to obtain
insight from leaders in other occupational
specialties from local units in the area ex-
posing them to many other Army branches.
The Cadets, and select Soldiers from the
39t also all had the opportunity to partici-
pate in a leader’s reconnaissance of a
training area for an upcoming field training
exercise; attend two days of proactive
PRIME For Life alcohol and substance
abuse training; compete for and earn the
German Proficiency Badge (GPB); and par-

West Point Cadet Delk takes a full
blast of OC spray

ticipate in one day of training to learn
how to effectively deal with being
sprayed with OC (pepper spray). Both
Cadets earned the GPB (one took Silver
and the other Gold) and had an overall
fabulous experience - one they’ll re-
member for a lifetime.


http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/reconnaissance
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39TH SIGNAL BATTALION NEWS CONTINUED

August started off with Chaplain Pickering help- diers the chance to attend an unforgettable four-
ing out kids in our community by playing a big day Mountain Training experience in the Austrian
part in Vacation Bible School. Next on the sched- Alps.

ule was one tremendous week of hard
and painful, yet rewarding, Level |
Combatives training which was then
followed by a fantastic opportunity for
39th Soldiers to compete for and earn
the German Scheutzenschnur Badge -
six earned Silver and 15 Gold. In be-
tween all of this, our awesome Family

This fast-paced quarter ended with
another opportunity (for those Sol-
diers who missed it in July) to attend
another two day course of PRIME For
Life preventative alcohol and sub-
stance abuse training. The 39t par-
. ticipated once again in the annual
SHAPE Fest and sold tons of BBQ in
order to raise funds for future Battal-
ion events. One great Battalion, an

Readiness Group (FRG) put on a re-
markable Back-to-School Night event.

A great time was had by all and the FRG once Kids having a great time during i+ sroup of people, phenomenal training
again benefited every child in our Battalion. Our Vacation Bible Schoolatthe 1 nities and plenty of fun events led to an
very generous German Bundeswher friends fin- SHAPE Chapel incredible couple of months - we all had a lot of
ished the month off by providing select 39t Sol- fun!

39TH SIGNAL BATTALION HIGHLIGHTS: ELSENBORN FTX

hanced training. With the DISE system we
were also able to provide an enhanced AAR
environment. Overall the 39th will continue
to improve its training though coordination
and training.

Left: 1st Squad conducting land navi-
gation at the beginning of the FTX.

Below: 2nd Squad preparing to conduct an
assault on an objective

This year’s CPTT was held in Elsenborn,
Belgium and composed of Soldiers from
not only the 39th Signal Battalion but
also Soldiers from USAG Benelux, USAF
309th Airlift Squadron, 786th Force
Support Squadron Det 3 and the Ger-
man Bundeswehr. The objective of the Y
training was to provide realistic training "g .
in an austere environment conducted .

SGT Beverly (HHD) and MSG Ritz
Bundeswehr) conducting terrain navigation.

with multinational forces. This mission cooperation between the different na-
was a success in that the Camp Elsen- tionalities must continue and together
born training grounds provides a land- we provide the community with training
scape suited for the environment the opportunities that would not otherwise
39th was looking for. Camp Elsenborn be available. This was also the first time
provided rolling terrain, forested areas the DISE system was used for training by
and urban areas stabile for urban opera- the 39th. This system BLANK or training

tions. The training demonstrates that by providing real time sounds that en-
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39TH SIGNAL BATTALION NEWS CONTINUED
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These two months have been very
busy for the 128t Signal Company Bulldawgs.

We have had inspections, VIP visits, FRG

Events and multiple training opportunities all

while conducting our daily mission. The in-

spections that we have, keep us on our toes
since we have them often. The FRG and bat-
talion events are fun for the whole battalion

and sometimes, even the local community.

We conducted three warrior focused train-
ing events that guided us into our Com-
manders Prime Time Training event in
Elsenborn, Belgium. This event was the
capstone event for our Warrior Focused
Training and enabled our Soldiers to get
training not available around our AO. We
also conducted combative level one train-
ing where 11 Bulldawg Soldiers received

the level one certification. To put the
Icing on the Cake Bulldawg 7 was se-
lected for the SGM and will attend the
SGM Academy next year. The 128th
Bulldawgs will continue to look for new
ways to improve our Comprehensive
Soldier (and Family) Fitness. BULLDAWG
6 OUT.

39TH SIGNAL BATTALION CONGRATULATIONS CORNER: PROMOTIONS

PV2 to PFC

PFC Stevens

SPC Novoa

PFC Jonquil

PFC to SPC

SPC Tucker

SGT to SSG

SSG Elias

SPC Holland
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diers expressed that they thoroughly en-
joyed the camaraderie and training in a
setting away from their Garrison jobs.

Of note, all three Companies ro-
tated junior Soldiers to lead their units
through the realistic lane scenarios. “I
really enjoyed getting the opportunity to
lead my Platoon through this tough situa-
tion. My plan did not last very long; but |
learned a lot,” said SPC Lentz from HHD.
The training allowed Soldiers to familiarize
themselves with the stresses of arduous
combat conditions and to see how their
decision-making impacts their unit and

Greetings from the Soldiers and Civilians of the
43D —Always Professional Signal Battalion.

The 43D Signal Battalion FTX that
took place from 31 July- 5 August 2011 at
Pfaendhausen Training Area, Schweinfurt,
Germany was a resounding success. The Bat-
talion leaders designed the Exercise to com-
plete the annual certification on Soldier Army

mission accomplishment. By creating a
broader view of operational planning, the
Soldiers were allowed to understand the
importance of everyone’s role in the fight.

Overall, the Battalion FTX was a
valuable event that greatly improved the
readiness of the 43D Signal Battalion
Soldiers through team building, warrior
focused training, and multiple iterations of
lanes. We look forward to conducting
more warrior-focused training like this
Exercise in coming months.

43D SIGNAL BATTALION

Warrior Tasks (AWT) for the Soldiers of HHD,

TRAINS HARD ON

181st Signal Company, and 11t Signal Detach-
ment while being fun and team-building. The

ARMY WARRIOR TASKS

Soldiers performed amazingly and learned
valuable lessons for future opportunity train-

ing. BY CPT DARNELL REED, 181sT SIGNAL
COMMANDER

“Any time that the Soldiers of the
43D come together to work as a team is a
special time for the Battalion. Many of our
Soldiers work on different shifts at geographi-
cally dispersed locations and have minimal
regular contact between Companies and even
sections. This Exercise brought us all together
and was a phenomenal success,” said LTC
John Demko, the Battalion Commander. Sol-

43D Soidiers plan the next mission

Tactical pause before final assaut
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43D SIGNAL BATTALION HIGHLIGHTS: PHYSICAL FITNESS

The Headhunters of Headquarters
and Headquarters Detachment, 43D Signal
Battalion are on a roll to close out FY11.
Each Soldier in the Detachment has proven to
be flexible, reliable and committed to provid-
ing superb technical and customer service.
Providing that superb service creates a very
demanding workload; yet, the Detachment
still achieved a notable milestone recently;
namely, a 100% APFT pass rate and zero
enroliments in the Army Weight Control Pro-
gram. This accomplishment is laudable in
any Signal Company, but more so in a Head-
quarters Detachment where disparate sec-
tions and Soldiers can easily slip through the
cracks.

Of course, we accomplished that praise-
worthy mark through hard work, but also by inte-
grating a workout that captures the interest of the
Detachment. “Most importantly, our PT program
draws in our Soldiers and leaders. It would not
have succeeded as much as it has without their
buy-in,” said SFC Martinez, the Detachment First

Sergeant.

The weekly physical fitness schedule
sounds pretty mundane as it begins with one day
of Company Commander’s PT, three consecutive
days section-led PT, and Detachment Sergeant PT
every Friday. Success does not come from the
schedule itself, but rather, comes from two other

factors: intensity and creativity.

The intensity comes from high endurance
runs (6 miles or longer); exhausting ruck marches

(on 09 SEP 11 Soldiers carried 20% of their
body weight over five miles and up a climb of
409 feet); at least one session of Combatives
per month; and the Commander's custom-
ized, high-repetition workout known as “total
body destruction” (Contact CPT Marty for
details on this killer workout). The creativity
emerges with the Company Commander’s
creative inclusion of PT ideas from the new
Army Physical Readiness Training exercises
and workout plans from militaryathlete.com
and P-90X. Those programs’ focus on
stretching and strength as well as videos to
show safe, correct form has helped to yield
the aforementioned results.

Overall, the company physical
fitness program greatly improved APFT
performance, increased unit cohesion,
and fostered high ambition among the
Soldiers to excel in physical training.
Feedback provided from HHD Soldiers
contains encouraging comments to sus-
tain the great intensity and creativity in
the workouts. The Soldiers of HHD show
great promise for the future of the Army
and their energy inspires others to strive
for more in their own physical training
regimen.

FITNESS THROUGH

INTENSITY AND CREATIVITY:

THE HHD, 43D SIGNAL

BATTALION PHYSICAL

FITNESS PROGRAM

BY CPT JOSEPH MARTY, COMMANDER

HHD 43D SIGNAL BATTALION
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MESSAGE FROM THE 52D SIGNAL BATTALION COMMAND TEAM

LTC Robert A. Vitt

Dear Members, Friends and Families of the
52nd Signal Battalion,

As the season changes from sum-
mer to fall, MacArthur’'s Own continues to
prepare for and adapt to new challenges.

We have said goodbye to valued members of
our organization and welcomed new Soldiers,
Civilians and their families into the fold.

52nd Strategic Signal Battalion (SSB) is as-
sisting U.S. European Command with life
cycle replacement (LCR) of workstations and
migration to the Windows 7 operating sys-
tem. This is a wonderful opportunity for our
workforce to train and apply lessons learned
for U.S. Africa Command’s LCR, Windows 7
migration, and Enterprise Email (EE) migra-
tion. All of this hard work by our Soldiers and
Civilians sets the stage for both Combatant
Commands’ (COCOM) successful migration
to the Joint Enterprise Network.

52nd SSB mission support to Combined Joint
Task Force-Horn of Africa continues. The
efforts of Mike Kelly, SSG Barboza, and
members of 587t Signal Company Protected
Distribution System (PDS) team have im-
proved the communication infrastructure in
Djibouti. In a few weeks the Soldiers will
rotate back to Germany. This is another won-
derful opportunity for the Soldiers and Civil-
ians of our organization to understand the
unique communication requirements for our
partners on the continent of Africa.

This last quarter we bid farewell to two Sol-
diers. SFC Pasciak’s retirement ceremony
was held on 30 June 2011. SFC Pasciak
served for 20 years as a Soldier, most re-
cently as the S2 NCOIC. A consummate pro-
fessional, he was named Honor Graduate at
SLC even though his retirement was set for

less than a year after graduation from the
course. On 05 August 2011 we said good-
bye to CSM Mark George after over 25 years
of service. The retirement ceremony, offici-
ated by COL Kilgo, was held at the Swabian
Events Center on Patch Barracks. Family,
friends, and other well-wishers travelled
from near and far to thank the George family
for their dedication and willingness to serve.
MAJ Perry, Battalion S3, and the 52nd SSB
color guard travelled to France to participate
in the 67t Annual Commemoration of the
Liberation of Orleans and Artenay. The color
guard marched in two parades. MAJ Perry

From left to right: CPT Wilson, LTC Vitt and CPT
Lago during the invocation.

LTC Vitt passes the guide-on to incoming commander CPT Lago.

represented the battalion by laying a
wreath for the fallen and giving a
speech.

| ask that the members of 52nd SSB
take time to remember those we lost
on September 11, 2001. Also, re-
member those who have made in-
credible sacrifices to ensure that an
event of that magnitude does not re-
peat itself.

To the Soldiers and Civilians of 52nd
SSB, thank you for all your hard work
and dedication. Your efforts are ap-
preciated.

“We Transmit”

Recent Events
9-10 July - Stallion Shake (USAG-
Stuttgart Force Protection Exercise)
17-22 July - Nijmegan Ruck March
1 August - 52nd Signal Battalion Golf
Tournament
2 August - 587th Signal Company
Change of Command
5 August - Retirement Ceremony for
CSM Mark George
16-17 August - Liberation of Orleans
and Artenay

/\\
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The 52nd Signal Battalion Color Guard at the
67th Annual Commemoration for the Liberation
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of Orleans and Artenay in France.

Birthdays
July

SPC Mackall
SPC House
PFC Diaz

SPC Maxwell
SFC Amigliore
SSG Brazelton
SPC Johnson
SPC Coleman
SFC Gulas
SPC Patterson
SGT Gurley
SPC Parsons
SGT Ford

SGT Freeman
SGT Haslage
SPC Pruitt
August

CPT Lago

SFC Pache
SPC Paulo
CSM George
SFC Holden
CW2 Allen
SSG Morphew
SFC Reyes
SPC Griffin
SPC Anderson

Birthdays continued
September

SSG Sanders-Gulas
CW2 Walradt

SFC Brazelton

SPC Stanbrough
SFC Mansapit

SGT Howard

SSG Widmer

PFC Jimenz

CW2 Fuentes

PFC Simmons

Promotions

8 July 2011: SPC Griffin

01 August 2011: MSG Cooper
01 August 2011: SSG Rakovsky
01 August 2011: SGT Mitchell

01 August 2011: SPC Pollard

01 August 2011: SPC Boggs

01 August 2011: PFC Jimenez
01 September 2011: CPT Clark
01 September 2011: SSG Hunt
01 September 2011: SSG Ramos
01 September 2011: SGT Haslage

Arrivals

MSG Cooper, 9 June

SFC Cooper, 9 June

CH (CPT) Klawitter, 17 June
SGT Barr, 13 July

CW2 Walradt, 19 July

SPC Eafford, 10 August
SPC Freestone, 25 August
SGT Collins, 27 August

PFC Tyner, 08 September

CPT Wilson with his wife, son, and daughter
during his Farewell celebration.

MAJ Perry as she is laying a wreath for the fallen.
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102D SIGNAL BATTALION COMMAND TEAM

Daniel, Jr.

Teammates, families, and friends of the
102nd,

As you can tell by the photos, the theme for
this month is Nijmegen, the grueling four day
one hundred mile march which our team,
consisting of a motley crew of 102d, HHC, 2d
Signal Brigade, and HHC, 5th Signal Com-
mand, completed with loaded rucksack and
smiles. This physical and mental challenge
further solidified the close relationships that
these three organizations share being in the
same chain of command, as well as enriched
the lives of the individual Soldiers participat-
ing by providing a memorable experience
which they will not soon forget.

We also commemorated the inactivation of
the 255th Detachment with an honorable
ceremony paying tribute to the history of the
detachment and the many Soldiers that
served therein.

Net Ready!
LTC Eric Aslakson, CSM Robert Daniel

“With 45,000
registrations, 38,422

participants finished
the grueling 4-day,
100 mile march.”

19-22 July -
Nijmegen March

SFC Powell (left) of HHC, 2d Signal Brigade and PFC Ellzey, (right) of 102d Signal Battalion
appreciate the beautiful scenery that their aching bodies march past.
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102D SIGNAL BATTALION EVENTS: NIJMEGEN MARCH

The combined HHC, 5th Signal Command, HHC, 2d Signal Brigade and 102d Signal Battalion Team.
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102D SIGNAL BATTALION EVENTS: CPTT FTX W/ GERMAN PARTNERSHIP

The troops all donned their gas masks eager to conquer the final event of their CPTT FTX:

But after pride comes the fall....
the NBC chamber...

= As one

By one

The Chamber claimed
its victims

Even CSM Washington =

C=
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102D SIGNAL BATTALION EVENTS: CPTT FTX W/ GERMAN PARTNERSHIP

CSM Washington congratulates the Soldiers on a CSM Daniel congratulates the Soldiers of the German
great FTX. Partnership Unit.

o A A A e e S A D L L N R
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CSM
SGM Samuel I. Cole

LTC Kevin P. Romano

Dear Soldiers, Civilians, Friends, and Family of
the 509th Signal Battalion,

The 509th Signal Battalion recently sent
nine Soldiers to a JMRC rotation in Hohenfels,
Germany in order to support an O/C team and the
MARINE training element with Mission Command
communications capabilities via the installation,
operation, and maintenance of three complete
SNAP Terminals in order to train a large element
of Soldiers from the Georgian Army. During this
three week exercise, 1LT Durden, SGT Nauss,
SGT Murray, SGT Randle, SGT Dziesinski, SPC
Gardner, SPC Mclelland and SPC Navarro worked
long hours with no days off, simulating a combat
deployed environment.

509TH SIGNAL BATTALION

COMPLETES SECOND JMRC

ROTATION FOR FY11

BY 1LT CLAYTON K. DURDEN

This was an outstanding train-
ing event, not only for the Georgian
element which is training for deploy-
ment scenarios, but for everyone in-
volved. The training included simulated
FOBs, complete with all of the ameni-
ties necessary for communications, life-
support and base defense, as well as
trained Opposing Forces from the U.S.
Army Garrison-Hohenfels. With con-
stant turmoil and unique challenges,
our Soldiers provided a communica-
tions success rate of 99.8%, serving as
a combat force multipliers to the units
they supported. This marks the second
JMRC rotation the 509t Signal Battal-
ion supported during fiscal year 2011.
The first occurred in February 2011,

JMRC rotation 11-03.

Coupled with all of this were
the unique challenges inherent in multi-
cultural operations. Verbal communica-
tions and language barriers were often
an issue, as were the cultural chal-
lenges of three different countries work-
ing closely together. The Soldiers of the
509t performed exceptionally well as
professional Soldiers and Signaleers
during this important exercise and we
are proud to welcome them home.

509TH SIGNAL BATTALION HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES

Recent Birthdays

July

SPC Skinner
SGT Rodgers
SGT Nauss

August

SFC Carder
SGT Salinas
MSG Blanton
SPC Steward
SPC Dangerfield
MAJP Magnotto

September
SPC Mclelland
SSG Paugh
SPC Hawkins

Upcoming Birthdays

October

SGT Murphy
SGT Randle
SGT Moye
SPC Michelsen

November
SGT Johnson
1LT Rose
1LT Durden
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NEWS: 25 METL TASKS HANDS ON TRAINING

By CPT Lucas P. Cottrell

Camp Darby located in Livorno Italy
is a small post with a large footprint. Beginning
in the middle of August the 509t Signal Battal-
ion had the opportunity to send SGT Dziesinski
and SPC McClelland, two 25L Soldiers to work
alongside the outside plant technicians of NEC
Livorno. They received hands-on training on all
25L METL tasks. The two soldier received
training on copper and fiber splicing, installa-
tion of tie-cables and termination of patch
panels. Along with a handful of other tasks
taken from the 25L soldiers manual they im-
proved their skill levels making them more
proficient in their MOS. The team at Camp
Darby went a step further having the soldiers
perform real mission repairs inside manholes
and installing phones and copper cables in-
side various buildings. They received class-
room instruction on a multitude of other tasks
that they would normally perform as a 25L.
This allowed the Soldiers an outstanding ex-
perience that few in their MOS get the opportu-
nity to practice. In addition to the training that
will be utilized here in Italy they also received

Outside Plant Tech Daniele Crews gives
a block of instructions to SGT Dziesinski
and SPC McClelland on how to use the
fiber fusion splicer.

SPC McClelland checks his gas meter for read-
ings after he descends into one of Camp Darby
manholes for 25L training.

cable theory classes that will help them
understand higher level concepts as well
as train others as they progress through
their careers.

As luck would have it the out-
standing civilians from the 6981st were at
Camp Darby at the same time our Soldiers
were. They were at Camp Darby repairing
copper cable that is part of the Installa-
tion Information Infrastructure Moderniza-
tion Program (I3MP). The soldiers were
fortunate enough to receive familiariza-
tion training by watching these techni-
cians work on 400 and 800 pair cables.
This experience is unmatched and has
expanded their understanding of the ca-
ble requirements and capabilities of this
great team of civilians. The Soldiers will
remain at Camp Darby through the end of
September which will allow them to gain
valuable skills that will be an asset to the
Army and the outside plant team both at
Livorno and here at Vicenza, Italy.

SPC McLelland and SGT Dziesinski learn
how to splice a 25 pair copper cable un-
der the watchful eye of Mr. Gary Khan
NEC Livorno DCO Chief.

SGT Dziesinski and SPC McClelland work
with NEC Livorno outside plant techs. The
839th Trans Bn are moving their services
off a commercial leased network to the
Army NIPR and DSN services.

-+
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CPT Sirena Sias

Dear Soldiers, Civilians, Friends and
Family of HHC,

The last two months were bittersweet as
we bid farewell to the brigade headquar-
ters command group administrative
assistant, Ms. Liz Ghertler, who took an
assignment in Spain where her husband
is also applying to work; a well deserved
reunion.

| am so proud of the HHC Soldiers for
teaming up with 102d in the annual 25-
hour WISPO run for charity. Congratula-

Ms. Ghertler (front row, 3rd from left ) and

| assist with snacks and beverages.

tions to all the runners as well as the many
more who came to help set up our tent and

The close relationship with HHC 102d, also
spawned a range, which you will find pic-
tures of below. Thanks to Chief Alexander
Weeks for his excellent photography.

You can find more photos on our Face-

booK page.

Sirena Sias

CPT, SC

Commanding COL Kilgo congratulates newly pro-
moted SSG Smith and his wife.

CW2 Gooding zeros at
the range.

- et

friends at her farewell luncheon. Below: SFC Kelly and SFC Powell fire

their M16s center mass



http://www.facebook.com/BrigadeofExcellence
http://www.facebook.com/BrigadeofExcellence

PFC Reed portrays famous golfer Nancy SPC Williams portrays famous baseball PFC Arista portrays famous singer

Lopez. player Roberto Clemente. Gloria Estefan.

Congratulations to PFC Reed, SPC Williams, PFC Arista and especially SFC Garcia who is not pictured here but was the

driving force in making this event a success.



