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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Friend us on Facebook to 

see more photos and 

network with members 

Brigade Leaders take a group photo after serving Thanksgiving Meal at the Wiesbaden Dining 

Facility (left to right): CPT Killian, SGM Smith, SGM Moorer, MAJ Thompson, LTC Jarrell, COL Kilgo,  

CSM Brooks, LTC Aslakson, MAJ Byrd, MAJ Peralta, 1SG Davis  

COL Kilgo leads the Brigade Run on 28 Oct with all five battalions and HHC  in 

attendance 

http://www.facebook.com/BrigadeofExcellence


 

 

Page  2 D E U C E  L I G H T N I N G  

2 D  S I G N A L  B R I G A D E  

Brigade Commander  COL Mitchell L. Kilgo 
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Sergeant Major 
CSM Patrick Brooks 
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LTC Van D. Jarrell 

Civilian Deputy  

Brigade Commander 
Mr John Baltich 

Editor CPT Hans Lokodi 
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U P C O M I N G  H O L I D A Y S  

Mailing Address: 

2d Signal Brigade 

Unit 29800 Box 83 

APO AE 09005-9800 

 

Contact Number: 

CIV: 0611-705-7800 

DSN:  337-7800 

December 19th U’R Half Day Holiday Schedule 

December 23rd Training Holiday 

  December 25th Christmas 

  December 26th Christmas (Observed) 

OPSEC Reminder: All unit specific future events and personal individual information have been 

removed for OPSEC purposes (such as family member names and birth dates).  

 Stay Vigilant, Stay Safe!   

Voting News: 

New Hampshire: January 10, 2012 

South Carolina: January 21, 2012 

Florida: January 31, 2012 

Missouri: February 7, 2012 

Arizona: February 28, 2012 

Michigan: February 28, 2012 

FVAP Mailing Deadlines: 

Germany: Must mail No Later Than 11 days before election 

 

BDE VAOs: Mr. Rambert, Ms. Garnish, CPT Lokodi 

December 30th Training Holiday 

January 1st New Years Day 

January 2nd New Years Day (Observed) 
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Dear Soldiers, Civilians, Friends and Family, 

 

 We are fast approaching the Holiday Season and 

our OPTEMPO continues on its demanding pace.  There are 

many things to be joyous about this holiday season, and also 

many reasons to be cautious.  The blotter reports across the 

theater reflect both the persistent and overwhelming stress-

ors that our Soldiers face on a daily basis and also the poor 

choices that, unfortunately, they sometimes make.   We as 

leaders can help to prevent incidents through reaching out, 

teaching and mentoring.   Some stressors cannot be elimi-

nated, but the way your Soldiers deal with them can be posi-

tive or negative.   Please refer to my Holiday Safety Memo  for 

detailed precautions.    

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  B R I G A D E  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

 CSM Patrick Brooks  COL Mitchell L. Kilgo 

CSM Brooks (far left) and COL Kilgo (far right) present each of the battalions and HHC with their Army Safety Excellence 

streamer immediately following the Brigade run. 

 Recently, Army leadership released a  memo on the 

problem of suicide.  As leaders we must  do our best to provide 

the appropriate health resources to those who need it and elimi-

nate negative stigmas associated with seeking treatment for men-

tal health.   Watch out for your battle buddy this holiday season. 

  

 In closing, I wish everyone and their loved ones a very 

Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year!   

   

  COL Mitchell L. Kilgo 

  Brigade of Excellence 

COL Kilgo, CSM Washington, CSM Brooks, and LTC Jarrell serve 

Thanksgiving meal at the Wiesbaden Dining Facility.   
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Hello Members, Friends, and Family of the 

6981st,  

 Another challenging year in several 

aspects will be over soon.  At this time I would 

like to recall some of the events and tasks we 

had and supported during 2011. Again we had 

teams deployed to MK Airbase (Romania), 

Camp Darby (Italy) and at this time to Brussels, 

Belgium.  In Schweinfurt we installed new 

ICDS’s at several buildings for the USAG to 

provide the necessary network environment for 

incoming units. In Mannheim, Kaiserslautern, 

Wiesbaden and Sembach we have been 

tasked to install CDS and ICDS networks to 

support moves of units into interim and final 

locations. At Ramstein we supported the Air 

Force with installing network infrastructure to 

stand up their Deployment Transition Center. 

In Stuttgart we completed several projects for 

EUCOM and AFRICOM. Grafenwoehr were an-

other time heavily involved in exercise support 

and the installation of ICDS/PDS and CDS 

networks at Hohenfels to support JMTC re-

quirements.   

 During the year we also assisted the 

Brigade/5th Sig Cmd with fulfilling special tasks 

and last minute requirements to enable them 

to accomplish their mission. The unit was win-

ner at FY10 DA-AAME competition and won 

again the NETCOM AAME competition for 

FY11. In May the unit had its 59th anniversary 

and is looking forward to celebrate the 60th 

anniversary on May, 2 2012. 

 We trained about 70 Soldiers on FO-

cable work in one week training sessions 

throughout the year and included confined 

space entrée training with support of the 2D 

Signal Brigade Safety Manager Jim Speelman 

into our schedule by establishing a confined 

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  6 9 8 1 S T  C I V I L I A N  S U P P O R T  G R O U P  

space training area (the only known one in 

the USAREUR footprint). 

 This year we received again an 

outstanding CIP result of 98.6% and were 

awarded the Safety Streamer for out-

standing achievements in the field of safety 

readiness and implementation within our 

unit and all our tasks and missions.  

 We celebrated Length of Service 

jubilees for 20, 25, 30 and 35 years with the 

6981st and we said Good Bye to colleagues 

and friends as they retired after decades of 

service. We also welcomed new hires who 

soon were part of the units’ specialists and 

teams.  All in all we had an excellent and 

successful year within the 2D Signal Brigade 

family and 5th Signal Command. 

 Ladies and Gentlemen, Customers 

and Friends, Colleagues and Co-workers, on 

behalf of the 6981st  Civilian Support 

Group I wish you and your families, your 

unit, teams and their families a joyous 

Holiday Season, Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

 Thank you for your support, 

patience, help and the good working 

relationship during the past year. We 

are looking forward to working with and 

for you next year. 

 A special THANKS from the 

Command Group belongs to the em-

ployees of the 6981st CSG for their mo-

tivation, flexibility and unconditional 

support for daily tasks and special pro-

jects within the USAREUR footprint.  

 

  We connect! 

  Gerd Drechsler 

COL Kilgo, CSM Brooks, 

present Mr. Drechsler, and 

Mr. Kah, with the Army 

Safety Excellence 

Streamer 

Below: Mr. Pfeiffer teaches tactics 
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Dear Soldiers, Civilians, Friends and Family,   

 

The HHD Mercenaries have been very en-

gaged over the last three months with inspec-

tions, FRG events, training exercises and day-

to-day routine missions. During the week of 

19 – 23 September, 1LT and Mrs. Kelly 

Brown along with 1SG Keith Greene attended 

the Company Commander / First Sergeant 

Course in Graffenwoehr, Germany.  That 

same week, the 39th simultaneously con-

ducted a Weapons Qualification Range and 

brilliantly performed throughout the NETCOM 

AAME inspection.  The German’s annual Okto-

berfest event on SHAPE concluded a produc-

tive and busy week with a night of fun and 

relaxation while participating in the German’s 

cultural celebratory activities.  

 

One week later, during the week of 3 – 6 

October, HHD was back at it again with an 

APFT, two reenlistment ceremonies for two 

outstanding NCO’s, and the 2d Signal Brigade 

Command Inspection Program (CIP).  HHD 

flawlessly executed all events under the sol-

emn and watchful eye of our higher head-

quarters and was rewarded for the hard work 

when the battalion received a 96% Overall 

Rating with every area scoring a Satisfactory 

during the CIP.  The following week we then 

held our Quarterly Training Brief, a Spiritual 

Fitness Run, Winter Safety Stand-down Day, 

and another awesome Holiday Party fund 

raising event – a car wash at Chievres Air 

Base.  After a brief break in our fast-paced 

schedule, we were honored to spend some 

valuable quality time with COL(P) Crawford 

and then with COL Kilgo the next week at the 

2d Signal Brigade All Ranks Run conducted at 

Wiesbaden Army Airfield, Germany.  Later that 

night, the 39th FRG hosted its 2nd Annual 

Pumpkin Carving Event which once again 

turned out to be just as extraordinary as last 

year.  October’s finale was the community’s 

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  3 9 T H  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

CSM Charles Miller LTC  Rodney L. 

Lightfoot 

Trunk-or-Treat event held at Chievres Air 

Base.   

 

In addition to another Weapons Qualifica-

tion Range, November brought us all to-

gether once again to Hail two newcomers 

(i.e., MAJ Kathleen Cage and CW3 William 

Carter and their respective families) and to 

say Farewell to “TOP” (i.e., the one-and-only 

1SG Keith Green and his family).  MAJ Cage 

comes to us from the Intermediate Level 

Education (ILE) course in Paris, France and 

CW3 Carter from 5th Special Forces Group 

(Airborne) S6 at Ft. Campbell, Kentucky.  

They bring a wealth of knowledge and ex-

pertise to our unit and we are very lucky to 

have them assigned to the 39th Sig Bn.  

TOP is on his way to become B Co 1SG for 

the 72d Signal Battalion in Schweinfurt, 

Germany.  1SG Greene and his family will 

be sorely missed and we certainly wish 

them all the luck in the world in their new 

upcoming adventure in Germany.  Novem-

ber culminated with a truly wonderful ex-

perience – the 39th FRG sponsored Thanks-

giving Pot Luck Dinner.  Four turkeys, two 

hams and all the fixing’s were shared by a 

hungry and truly thankful 39th crowd of 157 

Soldiers, Civilians and Family Members. 

 

   -1LT Brown 

1SG Greene (left) and 1LT Brown (right).  

FRG 

Pumpkin 

Carving  
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3 9 T H  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  N E W S :  G E R M A N  M O U N T A I N  T R A I N I N G  

The 39th Signal Battalion sent five Soldiers 

to German Mountain Training in Bad Rei-

chenhall, Germany.  This training was 

coordinated and planned by the German 

Army.  The 39th Signal Battalion’s close 

relationship with the German Support Unit 

on SHAPE, Belgium enabled this joint 

training.  Our partnership in such a small 

community makes training available that 

otherwise would not be available to either 

of our forces. 

Although air transportation was sched-

uled, weather forced a last minute switch 

to plan B (ground transportation).  Day 

one started with an 11-hour bus trip from 

SHAPE to the base of the mountain.  After 

equipment & personnel accountability, a 

brief rest, and other preparation, the 

group hiked up the mountain to 

base camp (Lenzenkaser III), which 

is located at 1560m above sea 

level.  That evening, the main group 

was split into two smaller groups, 

with the German and American per-

sonnel equally divided between the 

two. 

After a good night’s sleep, the sec-

ond day saw one group hike to a 

nearby mountain peak at 2257m 

and back – a total hike of approxi-

mately 20 kilometers over rough 

terrain.  At the same time, near the base 

camp, the other group trained in mountain 

rescue techniques, followed by rock climb-

ing and rappelling on the side of the 

mountain. 

On day three the two groups switched, 

each conducting the training that the 

other group did the previous day and the 

final day consisted of a cleanup of the 

base camp, a hike back to the base of the 

mountain, and the 11-hour return trip to 

SHAPE. 

 

During the last two months, 128th Signal 

Company was busy conducting its daily 

missions, ranges, and various types of 

training including, warrior focused train-

ing - focused on Shoot and Move, as well 

as mandatory training including - online 

and classroom training, in order to get 

the battalion to the required level of ex-

cellence.  We have also had excellent 

events such as the Hail and Farewell, the 

Annual Pumpkin Carving Contest, which 

brought out more that 40 attendees, and 

a spiritual fitness run.  On October 14, 

128th also participated in a battalion 

Safety Stand Down day with classes like 

– Alcohol and the Holiday Season, Winter 

Driving Safety Briefing, Cold Weather 

Injuries, Suicide Prevention and Fire Pre-

vention / Holiday Hazards to name a few.  

The 128th Signal Company is cur-

rently preparing for upcoming mo-

rale events during the holiday sea-

son as well as training events in-

cluding the Commander’s Prime 

Time Training.  Our morale events 

include two Thanksgiving Day pot-

lucks, a Children’s Christmas Party 

and a Battalion Holiday Party.  1SG 

Foster (Bulldawg 7) and I (Bulldawg 

6) would like to thank the 128th 

Bulldawg Soldiers and Civilians for 

their continued hard work during 

these pass two months and look 

forward to continued excellent efforts 

conducting our Mission here in Belgium.   

 

  Bulldawg 6 OUT. 
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3 9 T H  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  C O R N E R :  P R O M O T I O N S  

PV2 to PFC 

PFC Gibbs  
PFC Weir  

PFC to SPC 

SPC Mills  

CPL Kemperman 

SGT Jackson 

SPC to CPL 

SPC to SGT 

3 9 T H  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  H I G H L I G H T S :  A N N U A L  S H A P E  F L E A  M A R K E T  

The 39th Signal Battalion’s FRG always 

participates in the end of year SHAPE Flea 

Market.  This year the last flea market 

was held on the 25th of September.  Do-

nations are accepted all year around and 

there is always lots of different items 

donated by the members of the 39th.  The 

flea market is open to all SHAPE ID card 

holders as well as the local community.  

The proceeds go to the FRG which funds 

events such as Childcare at FRG events, 

supplies for back to school as well as 

numerous other battalion and FRG func-

tions.  Pictured are members of the 39th 

FRG that helped out that the event.  

Thank you, Mrs. Stapleton (FRG Leader) 

for yet another successful FRG event. 
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Greetings from the 

Soldiers and Civilians of the 43D ―Always Pro-

fessional Signal Battalion.  

  

 The 11th Signal Detachment officially 

cased its colors on 23 September 2011 in 

Mannheim, Germany.  Inactivating a strategic 

communications detachment presents a num-

ber of unique challenges including: personnel 

management, equipment accountability, and 

maintaining the mission requirements.  I wish 

there was a Field Manual dedicated to inacti-

vating a unit as it is much more complicated 

than I originally suspected. 

 

The People 

 

 The strength and morale of the unit 

rests on the Soldiers, Civilians, and Families 

that make up the unit.  Keeping moral high 

during the inactivation process was a chal-

lenge that was mitigated only by direct involve-

ment from the chain of command, communica-

tion, and sound leadership.  Throughout the 

inactivation, the Detachment leadership 

placed an emphasis on the Soldiers’ continued 

self-improvement and on Family Readiness 

Group events.  Realigning and cross-training 

proved to be an effective method in helping 

the countless number of supply transactions I 

talk about next. 

 

The Equipment 

 

 A theater-level COMSEC detachment 

has an incredible amount of equipment.  It was 

astounding what a non-deployable strategic 

Signal unit can collect over several decades.  

The Detachment worked tirelessly from Janu-

ary – October 2011 to turn-in and transfer 

equipment.  There were countless trips to the 

Defense Reutilization and Marketing and the 

Supply Support Activity to assist with the turn-

in of all the equipment.  Turning in the property 

book items only touches the surface of what 

most units have in terms of equipment, 

property, furniture, and other items.  Units 

as far as Ansbach, Germany arrived on our 

doorstep to pick up furniture or other 

equipment.  The Detachment’s flags, 

streamers, and plaques were shipped to 

the US Army Center of Military History in 

Alabama and tents were shipped to Korea.  

A solid relationship with the Property Book 

Officer was essential for all the mountains 

of paperwork needed to complete the inac-

tivation.  It seemed with each item we 

turned in, three new pieces of equipment 

appeared to take its place. 

 

The Continuous Mission 

 

 The mission of the 11th Signal 

Detachment had to continue despite the 

personnel shortages and equipment turn-

ins.  The Theater COMSEC Management 

Office continued their support to their cus-

tomers located throughout Europe by re-

aligning personnel, cross training, and rely-

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  4 3 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

ing on the outstanding support from the 

Civilian workforce in the Detachment.  We 

also underwent two major inspections this 

past summer by the Department of the 

Army Inspector General and the Communi-

cations Security Logistics Activity,; which 

added to the complexity of the inactiva-

tion. 

 

It is Finished 

 

 Inactivating a unit is a long and 

difficult process that requires planning, 

attention to detail, and support from all 

personnel.  By placing a priority on taking 

care of the Soldiers the property transac-

tions and missions were accomplished.  

Serving as the last Commander for the 

11th Signal Detachment was a unique 

honor and privilege.  Next time I will be 

sure to read the “Inactivation Field Man-

ual” first. 

LTC John M. Demko  
1SG Brent Smith 

Acting CSM 

1 1 T H  S I G N A L  D E T A C H M E N T  

I N A C T I V A T I O N  

 

B Y  C P T  J O H N  W E I S S E N B O R N ,   

L A S T  C O M M A N D E R  O F  T H E  1 1 T H  S I G  D E T  

CPT Weissenborn and SFC Howland prepare to case the 

colors during the 11th Signal Detachment Inactivation 

Ceremony 
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We, 1LT Jonathan Azbill and 1LT Robert 

Townsend, have recently deployed to Kosovo 

in support of the 509th Signal Battalion mis-

sion to support the Multi-National Battle 

Group East (MNBG-E) at Camp Bondsteel and 

the Forward Command Post at Camp Novo 

Selo.  This 2D Signal Brigade mission gave us 

a unique experience by working in a joint 

environment with the 31 nations contributing 

to the NATO force in Kosovo.  This eclectic 

environment also afforded us the chance to 

interact closely with our Civilian and Contract-

ing counterparts. Our mission in Kosovo was 

like nothing we had done prior in our short 

military careers. 

 

 Among the biggest differences we 

experienced on our deployments compared to 

our jobs in the 43D Signal Battalion was to act as 

the Platoon Leader for the 72D Expeditionary Sig-

nal Battalion Command Post Node.  We deployed 

the team to Camp Novo Selo to the more hostile 

northern area of Kosovo.  Our work established the 

initial US communications package that allowed a 

team of MNBG-E Soldiers to provide NATO com-

mand and control there. 

 

 We also guided the process to create a 

permanent communications solution to Camp Novo 

Selo that would provide greater reliability and pro-

ductivity to the CP.  We worked with local Internet 

Service Providers, 5th Signal Command, and Task 

Force Falcon that eventually established the dedi-

cated circuit to our remote location.  The real chal-

lenge was the accreditation of the circuit and ap-

proval of the GIG waiver allowing us to connect to 

the DISA cloud, a feat as challenging as it sounds.  

Fortunately, throughout this process, we had much 

support from many technically proficient Soldiers 

and Civilians throughout 2D Signal Brigade. 

4 3 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  H I G H L I G H T S :  M N B G - E ,  C A M P  B O N D S T E E L  

 

 We also had the important mission 

of liaison to the 509th Signal Battalion.  The 

constant communication and technical assis-

tance provided by the 509th NETOPS Person-

nel was very beneficial for our CPN Team 

throughout the duration of the Camp Novo 

Selo Mission.  During our personal time, we 

conducted ruck marches, studied for our IT 

certifications, and worked out a lot. 

 

 Overall the experience was ex-

tremely worthwhile.  We were afforded many 

unique opportunities to work with civilians 

and contactors in a deployed environment.  

This experience will, without question, make 

us more effective in our careers.  Working 

with the various deployed elements as a 

S U C C E S S  F R O M  E X P E R I E N C E :  

O U R  T I M E  I N  K O S O V O  

 

B Y  1 L T  R O B E R T  W .  T O W N S E N D  A N D   

1 L T  J O N A T H A N  D .  A Z B I L L ,   

4 3 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  

team for one common goal was one of 

the most rewarding experiences that 

either of us has had in our short Army 

careers. 

72d ESB Soldier installs link 

at Camp Novo Selo 

1LT Azbill and Others After the Dancon March (April 2011) 
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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  5 2 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

CSM Nathaniel J. Jett LTC Robert A. Vitt 

Dear Members, Friends and Families of the 

52nd Signal Battalion, 

 We take this time to reflect on all 

52nd Strategic Signal Battalion (SSB) has 

accomplished in 2011.  We also look forward 

to new challenges that 2012 will bring. 

 

 52nd SSB continues to assist U.S. 

Africa Command with Joint Enterprise Net-

work (JEN) migration, Windows 7 migration, 

and migration to Enterprise Email (EE).  Sup-

port to U.S. European Command’s work-

station life cycle replacement and Windows 7 

migration is ongoing.  The training and ex-

perience will be shared throughout 2nd Signal 

Brigade so that we continue to provide excel-

lent service to customers in our areas of 

responsibility. 

 

 Building and maintaining a robust 

communications infrastructure for Combined 

Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa (CJTF-HoA) 

remains a high priority for the Battalion.  SSG 

Barboza and the Protected Distribution Sys-

tem (PDS) team returned after successful 

completion of their four month mission as-

sisting CJTF-HoA J6 install and upgrade inter-

nal cable distribution systems on Camp 

Lemonier.  SGT Rivera and SPC Riley de-

parted for Djibouti to foster relationships with 

our coalition partners while providing top 

notch service. 

 

 We welcomed CSM Nathaniel Jett 

to MacArthur’s Own from 7th Signal Com-

mand.  He has made an immediate positive 

impact and will continue to build on the 

great reputation the Battalion has in the 

USAG-Stuttgart community.   

 

 I ask that the members of 52nd 

SSB take time to remember the warriors 

who have paid the ultimate price this Vet-

eran’s Day.  Our Command Team partici-

pated in both wreath laying ceremonies for 

Veteran’s Day and the German Day of Re-

membrance with our German partners to 

honor the sacrifice of our fallen comrades. 

 

 To the Soldiers and Civilians 

of 52nd SSB, thank you for all the ef-

fort put forth this year.  Our success is 

directly attributable to your dedication.  

Enjoy this holiday season with your 

families as we look forward to the 

coming year. 

Right: MAJ Perry re-

enlists SSG Stracke  

Right: LTC Vitt recog-

nizes Jerry Lindsay for 

25 years of service  
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5 2 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  P H O T O S ,  B I R T H D A Y S ,  P R O M O T I O N S  

Promotions: 

 
01 October:  SSG Stracke 

01 November:  SFC Duenas 

01 November:  SPC Castle 

01 December:  SGT Maxwell 

01 December:  SSG Meeks 

01 December:  SSG Nash 

01 December:  SSG Howard 

 

Arrivals: 
 

CSM Jett, 10 October 

2LT Nixon, 13 October 

SFC Orth, 7 November 

SSG Smolky, 23 November 

PFC King, 28 November 

SSG Thompson, 2 December 

October 

 
2LT Nixon 

SSG Newell 

PFC Dawson 

SGT Rodriguez 

SPC Eafford 

SSG Veerkamp 

SFC Williams 

SPC Tope 

MAJ Gibbs 

SSG Barboza  

SPC Dutcher 

SPC Boggs 

SPC Szmulewitz 

November 
 

SPC Nope 

PFC Silva 

SPC Pollard 

SSG Floyd 

SPC Lehnardt 

SSG Foster 

CH (CPT) Klawitter 

SFC Duenas 

SPC Thomas, S. 

PFC Hosch 

SPC Sleister 

PV2 Eitneiar 

December 
 

MSG Cooper 

SPC Oneal 

SGT Gonzalez 

PFC Yourgal 

SPC Wright 

SSG Nash 

CPL Ward 

SSG Meeks 

SSG Rakovsky 

CW3 Mendez 

SPC Fullerton 

SGT Rineer 

PFC White 

SPC Hart  

Birthdays 

CW2 Fuentes reenlists 

SGT Howard  

Left: 587th Signal Com-

pany Soldiers conducting 

CBRNE Training  

SGT Howard (left) 

presents a plaque to 

SSG Seibel at the 

Hail and Farewell 
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1 0 2 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

LTC Eric E. Aslakson 
CSM Robert A. Daniel, Jr. 

Teammates, families, and friends of the 

102nd, 

 

 The past two months gave plenty 

of opportunity for the sports enthusiasts 

and athletes in our formation with the an-

nual Turkey Bowl, MWR Europe Soccer 

Championship and Thanksgiving Basketball 

Tournament.   

 

 The Wednesday before Thanksgiv-

ing Day, the 102d Signal Battalion squared 

off against the 2d Signal Brigade in a 

friendly match of flag football—the annual 

Turkey Bowl. 102d Signal Battalion won 

with a score of 27-6.   

 

 Members of the 102d Signal Bat-

talion participated in the 2011 MWR 

Europe Soccer Champion-ship hosted by 

USAG Wiesbaden.  The Wiesbaden team 

came close, but were defeated in the semi-

finals in a shootout.  In the end, Wiesbaden 

placed 4th.   

 

 Members of the 102d Signal 

Battalion also participated in the Thanks-

giving Basketball Tournament. 

 

  Net Ready!  

  LTC Eric Aslakson,  

  CSM Robert Daniel 

NET 

READY! 

Thanksgiving 

B-BALL 

Tourney! 
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CSM  

SGM Samuel I. Cole 

Dear Soldiers, Civilians, Friends, and Family 

of the 509th Signal Battalion, 

 

New 509th Sig Bn S4 Wins Prestigeous 

Award 

By Julie M. Lucas 

 A new employee at Caserma 

Ederle not only comes with years of 

knowledge and expertise in his field, but 

a major award to back it up. 

Taleh Aliyev began work in Italy at the 

end of September as the S4 for 509th 

Signal Battalion. After accepting the new 

position, he was notified he had won an 

award for his duties while working in 

Korea.  

“I literally got here to inprocess and had 

LTC Kevin P. Romano 

to go on TDY orders to go back to be recog-

nized for the award,” Aliyev said. 

The award was Administrator of the Year as 

a U.S. employee for United States Forces in 

Korea, after only working as a civilian for 

one year. Aliyev was not new to the work 

after spending eight years as an active-duty 

Soldier working in supply. 

“Lt. Col. (Kevin) Romano was 100 percent 

behind (Aliyev) in returning to accept his 

award with no questions asked,” said Tom 

Mathias, deputy of the Vicenza Network 

Enterprise Center. 

He was selected to represent his command 

in the DA level Supply Excellence Award 

Competition. Aliyev’s list of professional 

accomplishments is numerous to include 

his contributions to the mission in Korea, 

increasing productivity and efficiency while 

saving money. According to the award write 

up, he implemented programs and identi-

fied weaknesses in Standard Operating 

Procedures, while keeping a positive atti-

tude and having impeccable customer ser-

vice and volunteering in the community. 

Aliyev attended an award ceremony Oct. 

20,where he received his award from Gen-

eral James D. Thurman, commander, U.S. 

Forces Korea at the Civilian Employees of 

the Year Award ceremony. With a huge 

accomplishment supporting him, Aliyev is 

ready to help out locally, including sup-

porting Dal Molin logistics will be a key 

part. 

“From the moment Taleh arrived to the 

509th Signal Battalion he has had an 

immediate impact throughout the organi-

zation,” said Romano, commander, 509th 

Signal Bn. “He brings with him a level 

professionalism and expertise that is truly 

extraordinary.” 

By Sylvester Mathias 

Deputy NEC Chief 

 

The 509th Signal Battalion hosted 

the Vicenza Military Community 

Annual Technology Exposition, at 

the Arena Building located on Ca-

serma Ederle in Vicenza, Italy on 

October 5, 2011.  It was an out-

standing success!  Approximately 

30 vendors from the United States, 

Germany, and Italy displayed the 

latest technology in computer 

equipment, software, communica-

tion, and security, storage and sys-

tems management solution along 

with answer questions from Military, 

Civilians and Contractors. 
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This event provided organizations physi-

cally located in Italy with the opportunity 

to meet directly with exhibitors, who an-

swered their questions and demon-

strated the latest in emerging technolo-

gies.  The audience, approximately 300-

400 individuals attending this yearly 

event, were keen to learn more about 

technology and its applications.  The 

509th Signal Battalion looks forward to 

hosting this annual Technology Exposi-

tion again in FY13! 

SGT Charles Moye (left), a member of 509th 

Signal Battalion Expeditionary Signal Team 

gives a presentation of the equipment set to an 

Italian Soldier. 
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Dear  Soldiers, Civilians, Friends and 

Family of  HHC, 

 

I want to use this opportunity to  share a 

little about myself so  you can get to 

know me  better, as I intend to get to 

know every one of you and your families 

better over the next few months.   

 

First, it is my honor and privilege to serve 

as your commander.  As your com-

mander I want to convey that the most 

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  H H C  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

important thing to me is you.  Taking care of 

the Soldiers, Civilians and Family Members 

of this company is my priority above all else.  

Second to that, but no less important is 

building a cohesive team and fostering an 

excellent command climate.   

 

I can already see, this company is filled with 

people who care for one another and em-

body the spirit of selfless service, through 

your volunteer efforts,  your contributions to  

charitable organizations,  and the way you 

conduct yourselves every day.   Enjoy this 

Holiday Season  safely and happily.   

 

 

  Danielle T. Killian 

  CPT, SC 

  Commanding 

CPT Danielle T. Killian 1SG  Jessie Davis 

SGM Moorer, left, and MAJ Thompson, 

serve up a hot Thanksgiving meal.   

CPT Killlian is congratulated upon taking command.    

COL Kilgo, middle, passes the guide-on 

from CPT Sias, right, to CPT Killian, left, 

symbolizing the change of command.   

CPT Killian, beside 

her parents, during 

the playing of the 

national anthem. 


