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From Left to Right, 
CPTP Jeffrey Byrd, 
LTCP Harry Friberg, 
and CSM Patrick 
Brooks  of the 2d 
Signal Brigade dish 
up Thanksgiving 
meals to happy  
customers.   

69th Signal Battalion  
conducts CBRNE 
training in the gas 
chamber.  Unit 
 cohesion is routinely  
developed during 
such training events.    

A crisp uniformity  
marks the entrance of 
the Color Guard at the 
52d Signal Battalion’s 
Annual NCO Induction 
Ceremony. 
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Dear Soldiers, Civilians, Family Members, 
and Friends, 

I want to wish everyone a Happy Holiday 
Season!   Your hard work during the 
month of November paid off well, as we 
successfully completed our Full Spectrum 
Surge Exercise.   I appreciate the sacri-
fice of our Soldiers and also our Family 
members that pulled the extra weight at 
home in order to accomplish the mission. 

With the holiday season in full swing as I 
write, I will briefly touch on the meaning-
fulness of this season.  November 11th 
was Veteran’s Day, a solemn day that 
provided us a time to reflect on our ser-
vice, and honorably remember in whose 
footsteps we tread.  It reminded us to 
thank those veterans who we see at 
work, pass by at the commissary, and 
even those in our own Families who’ve 
served.  The Thanksgiving Holiday pro-
vided leaders the much welcomed oppor-
tunity to serve at our DFACs to continue a 
great tradition of quite literally serving 
our Soldiers.   I hope everyone took a 
moment to reflect on the many things we 
have to be thankful for.  I am very thank-
ful for our Soldiers, our Families, our 
Nation and our Freedom, to name a few. 

This month I had the pleasure of attend-
ing the Native American Heritage Cere-

mony and I want you to know it was a 
uniquely memorable experience that I will 
cherish for years to come.  Our Equal 
Opportunity advisors host numerous 
events throughout the year and some-
times these do not receive the full atten-
tion they deserve.  The appreciation of 
diversity and celebration of our different 
heritages truly honors our Army. 

Christmas, the season of giving, is 
around the corner.  I am thankful to all 
those who contributed to a charity by 
donating through the Combined Federal 
Campaign.   

Lastly, I would not be fulfilling my duty if I 
did not encourage everyone to be safe 

this holiday season.  I want everyone to 
begin 2010 healthy, happy, and eager 
to continue our transformation to a Full 
Spectrum Brigade of Excellence. 

 

  HOOAH! 

  COL Gerald Miller 

   

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  B R I G A D E  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

 COL Miller CSM Brooks 

From left : Mr. Lindbergh, COL Miller, Ms. Muller, CSM Brooks, LTCP Friberg 

“I want everyone 
to begin 2010 
healthy, happy, 
and eager to 
continue our 
transformation 
to a Full 
Spectrum 
Brigade of 
Excellence.”  

- COL Miller 
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The 39th Signal Battalion is happy to 
welcome this month SFC Wuepper and 
SSG Hayden.  Congratulations to SGT 
Crawford and his wife on the birth of 
their daughter, Iana Rome Crawford, and 
to Mr. Kyle Murray and his wife on the 
birth of their daughter, Naya Ida Murray-
Wright.  In addition, we celebrated the 
birthdays of MSG Ruth Anderson 22 Nov, 
SSG Lee Carney Nov 21, SGT Rich Sori-
ano 19 Nov, SPC Anthony Warner 11 

Nov, SPC Justin Hill 24 Nov, Mr. Alex 
Ulep 10 Nov and Mr. Ed Huppertz 16 
Nov.  
This month is full of battalion functions 
celebrating the strong bonds and cama-
raderie we share together in the unit.  On 
20 November the battalion will be di-
vided during the 39th Signal Battalion 
Turkey Bowl.  Staff Sergeant and below 
will challenge the defending champions 
from last year the Senior Enlisted, Offi-
cers and Civilians.  The Family Readiness 
Group will be hosting a Thanksgiving 
Dinner on the 18 at 1800 hours as well 
as the FRG meeting.    
 
Happy Holidays to Everyone!      
- LTC Mark R. Schonberg 

 A Mass was held in his honor in Jurbise, 
Belgium on 4 November and a battalion 
memorial ceremony was held in Dau-
merie Caserne on 5 November.  Ed 
leaves behind his wife Miriam Oliveras.   

On October 29th, 2009 the 39th Signal 
Battalion lost one of its own.  Mr. Ed 
Oliveras passed away due to complica-
tions with cancer.  Ed faithfully served 
the battalion for twenty one years as its 
Human Resource Officer.   

Mr. Oliveras came to Belgium with the 
39th during their transformation from 
Germany many years ago.  He was 
greatly appreciated for his humor in the 
battalion, most notably his Darth Vader 
Halloween costume.  Ed always wel-
comed every member of the battalion 
with a big heart, Soldiers and civilians 
alike, and was quick to challenge anyone 
at a game of racquetball.  Ed competed 
throughout Europe in professional rac-
quetball tournaments.  Needless to say, 
Mr. Oliveras will be missed by all.  

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  3 9 T H  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

3 9 T H  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  R E M E M B E R S  E D  O L I V E R A S  

CSM Charles Miller LTC Mark R. Schonberg 

“This month is full 

of battalion 

functions 

celebrating the 

strong bonds and 

camaraderie we 

share together in 

the unit”   

Mr. Ed Oliveras 

“Ed always welcomed 
every member of the Bat-
talion with a big heart” 
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This month I will highlight a few topics 
from our unit:   

BBOSS Recognition 

In October 2009, the Army’s top enlisted 
advisor, Sergeant Major of the Army Ken-
neth O. Preston, visited the Heidelberg 
BOSS leaders and representatives.  SMA 
Kenneth O. Preston awarded several of 
the BOSS representatives with his coin. 
Among the recipients were some 43d 
Signal Battalion Soldiers; SPC William H. 
Perkins, the Heidelberg B.O.S.S. Presi-
dent, PFC David L. Henderson, the 43D 
Signal Battalion B.O.S.S. representative, 
and PV2 Matthew Thornburg, the 181st 
Signal Company B.O.S.S. representative. 
These three outstanding soldiers from 
the 43D Signal Battalion were recog-
nized for their work in a commercial pro-
duction to be aired on the Armed Forces 
Network.  

Setting the Standard 

On November 9th, the 181st Signal Com-
pany Detachment at Landstuhl captured 
the ITT Federal Services International 
Corporation’s Best Barracks award a 
sixth straight year.  The Best Barracks 
Award is given in recognition of residents 
who show pride in where they are living 
by ensuring that repairs are made in a 
timely fashion, safety standards are 
maintained, and common areas are pre-

sentable and clean at all times.  The 
soldiers and NCO’s of the 181st Signal 
Company have demonstrated their dedi-
cation to excellence by winning this 
award for the last six years.  

Football Dynasty 

The 43d Signal Battalion continued its 
Thanksgiving Turkey Bowl tradition with 
the creation of a football dynasty.  For 
the second straight year the Officers 
faced off with the NCO’s in the champi-
onship game.  After the officers jumped 
to a two touchdown lead the NCO’s 
fought back to tie the game with one 
minute remaining on the clock.  How-
ever, in the end, the NCO’s were no 
match and the officers retained the tro-
phy by marching down the field and 
scored the winning touchdown with sec-
onds remaining.    The day was closed 
out with an FRG sponsored BBQ.  

2009 Holiday Social 

On December 4th, the 43D Signal battal-

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  4 3 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

ion held its Holiday Social.  It was an 
elegant evening of military tradition en-
joyed by all Soldiers and Civilians in at-
tendance.  This Social was held at the 
Schwetzingen Palace.  The social was 
hosted by LTC and Mrs. Laroy Peyton and 
CSM and Mrs. Ricky Wallace.  The Guest 
of Honor for the evening was Colonel 
(Ret.) “Rock” Schmidt, who praised the 
effort and dedication to all Soldiers serv-
ing the nation in this time of war.   

The highlight of the evening was the 
presentation of the Bronze Order of Mer-
cury to CSM Wallace for his 26 years of 
contribution to the Signal Corps.  After 
the formal portion of the evening, Sol-
diers relaxed and enjoyed dancing and 
music for the remainder of the night.  

“Teamwork, Strength, Speed” -CSM 
Ricky Wallace 

CSM Ricky Wallace LTC Laroy Peyton  

SMA Preston is with a few of the Heidelberg BOSS Soldiers that partici-
pate in an Army televised commercial encouraging Soldiers to participate 

in their local BOSS program. 
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4 3 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  P I C T U R E S  

SPC Perkins, PFC 
Henderson, and 
PFC Thornburg 

from 43rd Signal 
Battalion proudly 
showed the coin 
awarded to them 

by the SMA for their 
hard work and 

dedication to the 
BOSS program. 

Major Hans Weber, 1SG 
Brent Smith and a few 

Soldiers from 181st Signal 
Company, received a 
check for the sum of 

$1,000.00 from ITT Fed-
eral Services International 

Corporation for having 
the” Best Barracks”.  This 
is the sixth time the 181st 
Signal Company has won 

this prize, GO RENE-
GADES!!! 

The ladies of the 
HHD pose for a 

picture at the 43d 
Signal Battalion 
Holiday Social. 
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As we enter the holiday season we take 
the opportunity to look back at all we 
have accomplished in the last year and 
all we have ahead of us. The 44th ESB 
had been in a continuous state of transi-
tion and renewal. Over the last month we 
saw the return of Alpha Company from 
Operation Juniper Cobra and the conclu-
sion of several missions in support of 
Operation Full Spectrum. Moving forward 
we have a comprehensive WIN-T valida-
tion scheduled for January and numer-
ous teams deploying in support KFOR, 
Dagger and Austere Challenge amongst 
others.  This is the time of year that we 
pay special attention to our Families and 

Family Readiness. Without our suppor-
tive families our “Outstanding” Soldiers 
wouldn’t be able to continue to do the 
job everyone has come to expect from 
the 44th ESB. Due to efforts of our ex-
ceptional Family Readiness Groups and 
our FRSA, the Battalion held its annual 
Holiday Party at the Conn Club on 16 
December. The well attended and fun 
filled event included a visit by Santa 
Claus and a raffle with the top prize be-
ing a 32” flat panel Television. We would 
like to thank each and every Family 
member for the terrific support that they 
give each and every day. 
 
During the month of December we bid 
farewell to the many Soldiers and Offi-
cers that have made this organization 
“Outstanding”.  We bid farewell to CSM 
Earl Allen who has played a central role 
as the “agent of continuity” for the Bat-
talion. CSM Allen saw the Battalion 
through a 15 month deployment in sup-
port of OIF 07-09 and our move from 
Mannheim to Schweinfurt. CSM Allen is 
moving on to the take the CSM position 
at the Natick Army Research and Devel-

tion, reconstitution, and retraining.  This 
is the one- year process after a deploy-
ment that enables the Battalion to fulfill 
future operational requirements.  Once 
this process is over, the unit is consid-
ered available by ‘big Army’.  Soldiers will 
also have another opportunity to 
sharpen their Warfighter’s skills during 
the M16 (rifle), M9 (pistol), and M249 
(machine-gun) ranges on the 20th and 
21st.  These ranges will qualify Soldiers 
in their assigned weapons to ensure they 
can deploy, fight, and win. 
 
Of course, the Fighting 44th is doing 
more than just preparing Soldiers and 
equipment to support operational re-
quirements.  For the end of the month a 
‘Fireproof’ marriage training seminar is 
scheduled on the 29th as an effort to 
provide an opportunity for mental and 
spiritual development.  The training 
name is a reference to the Christian 
movie about a firefighter and his wife 
whose marriage is strained to the break-
ing point under the weight of selfishness, 

Validation, Validation, Validation- get the 
equipment validated!  As we close out 
2009 and welcome in the New Year 
2010, Soldiers of the Outstanding Fight-
ing 44th will prepare the Battalion’s com-
munications systems to undergo a 
month-long validation exercise.  The 
exercise will take place in Schweinfurt 
and is intended to ensure success during 
the support missions programmed for 
the next six months.  This validation exer-
cise includes setting up, connecting, and 
testing all Warfighter Information Net-
work-Tactical (WIN-T) systems .  The exer-
cise is the Battalion’s main effort for the 
month and there is a lot of equipment to 
be checked.  The validation will also pro-
vide Soldiers with a training opportunity 
and a chance for our new arrivals to 
master their skills in employing WIN-T 
equipment. 
 
Another important milestone in January 
is the culmination of the collective train-
ing phase in the DR4 cycle.  DR4 stands 
for deployment, redeployment, reintegra-

but ultimately is saved when Caleb, the 
husband, commits himself to Christ and 
wins back the love of his wife Cath-
erine.  Our Chaplain strongly recom-
mends our Families to participate in 
this event.  The single-Soldiers Retreat 
presents another opportunity for spiri-
tual fitness.  This event is set for eight 
to ten January and our Chaplain will 
start collecting names in mid Decem-
ber.  After the Holidays and block leave, 
there is also a singles retreat scheduled 
from the eighth to the tenth.  There is 
usually a retreat every month, alternat-
ing between singles and marriage re-
treats.  I strongly encourage all of our 
Soldiers and Families to maximize 
these opportunities.  Stay tuned for 
what is going on in February. 
 
MAJ Oxley 
 
44th ESB XO 

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  4 4 T H  E X P E D I T I O N A R Y  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

“ I N  T H E  S P O O L  F O R  J A N U A R Y ”  

opment Command. Taking the reins from 
CSM Allen is SGM Demetrius Steel who 
has been selected as the Battalion’s new 
CSM. SGM Steel moves into the CSM 
office after having served as the Battal-
ion S3 SGM. As we bid farewell to those 
who are moving on we are welcoming 
over 300 Soldiers who have arrived or 
will be joining us in the new year to the 
“Outstanding” family .  We wish everyone 
a happy holiday season! 
 
OUTSTANDING! 
 
 
 
DWAYNE A. DICKENS                                                            
DEMETRIOUS R. STEEL 
OUTSTANDING! 

 

 

LTC Dwayne A. Dickens CSM Earl B. Allen 
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4 4 T H  E X P E D I T I O N A R Y  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  P I C T U R E S  

The commander 
and command ser-
geant major cut the 
cake at the 44th 
ESB Holiday Social. 

The raffle prizes are on display at the 44th ESB Holiday Social. 

A Holiday Social would not be 
complete without a visit from 
Santa Clause.  Children told 
Santa their Christmas gift wish-
list and received a gift.   
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Soldiers, Civilians, Family Members, and 
friends of the 52d Signal Battalion:  

     As the Holiday season arrives once 
again, I would like to take the time to not 
only thank all of you for your efforts dur-
ing the past year, but to also recognize 
events which took place in the past 
month.       The 52d Signal Battalion 

continues to set the standard when it comes to 
customer service and always accomplishes the 
mission, even on short notice.  The Soldiers, 
Civilians, and Family Members of this battalion 
consistently demonstrate their community spirit 
by their involvement in all activities from sup-
porting the Pfenning Bazaar to their volunteer 
work with Child and Youth services.  That being 
said, a simple thank you does not seem to suf-
fice; please take time this year to relax and be 
with your Families.  I would also ask that we 
take time to think of those who cannot be home 
for the Holidays, and for those affected by the 
terrible tragedy at Ft Hood.  From my family to 
yours, have an enjoyable Thanksgiving, a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New year. 

   -CSM Mark A. George 

                                                                                                            

The 52d Signal Battalion kicked off the 

month with our annual NCO induction cere-

mony at Kelly Theater, which was a huge 

success.  Not only were NCOs from the 52d 

inducted, but also NCOs from various 

HQEUCOM and Garrison agencies.  In addi-

tion to the great support from all Soldiers in 

the battalion, the attendance was out-

standing and we were honored to have 

CSM Ralph Beam, the USAREUR Command 

Sergeant Major as our guest speaker.  

Throughout the month our personnel dem-

onstrated the same support and attentive-

ness to their often times tedious duties as 

they did for our ceremony. 

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  5 2 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

5 2 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  N E W S  

CSM Mark A. George LTC James E. Pugh 

The entrance of the Color Guard marks the beginning of the Annual NCO 
Induction Ceremony at Kelly Theater.   
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5 2 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  P I C T U R E S  

5 2 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  E V E N T S / B I R T H D A Y S / A N N I V E R S A R I E S  

Command Sergeants Major George and 

Beam personally welcome each new 

inductee into the Non-Commissioned 

Officer Corps.   

52d Signal Battalion Command Sergeant Major 

Mark A. George and United States Army Europe 

Command Sergeant Major Ralph M. Beam 

prepare to give the newly inducted Non-

Commissioned Officers a personalized plaque  

with the Non-Commissioned Officer’s Creed 

inscribed on the front.  The NCO Creed ex-

presses the new responsibility that comes with 

wearing the stripes.   
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Grüße von Bayern und Glücklichen 
Feiertagen!   

As we approach the end of the 
year and the Holiday Season, it is impor-
tant to reflect on the accomplishments of 
the 69th Signal Battalion.  Of course, our 
accomplishments would not be possible if 
not for the support of our strong founda-
tion…our Families! 

If there was one thing that we 
could say about the battalion that we are 
extremely proud of, it would have to be our 
awesome Soldiers, Department of the 
Army Civilians, Local Nationals, and Fami-
lies that comprise the 69th Signal Battal-
ion.  The unique relationship that they 
have with one another is a direct reflection 
of the outstanding support that is provided 
everyday to our customers.  Their accom-
plishments are a true testament to their 
quality and dedication. 

2009 Accomplishments: 

- The battalion was presented the 2009 
Network Enterprise Center of the Year 
Award (Large Category – OCONUS) for 
exemplifying organizational innovation and 
customer service. 

- The battalion passed the Defense Infor-
mation Systems Agency (DISA) Enhanced 
Compliance Validation Inspection (ECV).  
This inspection focused on information 
assurance readiness and compliance to 
DoD policies and configuration require-
ments. 

- The battalion received a “satisfactory” 
during 5th Signal Command COMSEC In-
spection.  Mr. Hicks, SFC Jackson, Mr. 
Ablers, Mr. Rosado, and Mr. Saynuk were 
commended for the outstanding manner 
in which they perform their duties. 

- Thirteen Soldiers earned the German 
Proficiency Badge (Schűtzenschnur).   

- Two Soldiers and five Civilians (SSG 
Villali, SPC Vallejo, Mr. Stefan, Mr. 
McBride, Mr. Lee, Mr. Panzer, Mr. Reedy) 
volunteered to deploy to Romania to 
support TF-E with infrastructure up-
grades. 

- Three Soldiers (SSG Frazier, SPC 
Acosta, SPC Barnes) volunteered to de-
ploy with V Corps to Afghanistan in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

- SSG Lopez volunteered to deploy to 
Bosnia in support of Combined En-
deavor. 

- SSG Hansen volunteered to deploy to 
Israel in support of Operation Juniper 
Cobra. 

- Battalion NCOs/Soldiers of the Quarter:  
SSG Villali, SGT Ziegler, SPC Daniel, SPC 
Rivers, PFC Shank. 

- Brigade NCO/Soldier of the Quarter:  
SSG Villali, PFC Shank. 

- BNCOC Honor Graduate:  SGT Hunt. 

- BNCOC Leadership Profession of Arms 
Recipient:  SSG Frazier. 

- The battalion successfully accom-
plished numerous mission readiness 
exercises, mission rehearsal exercises 
and conferences – all in support of our 
Warfighters.  

- The battalion achieved 60% experts on 
rifle marksmanship and 100% experts 
on the pistol. 

- Austere Challenge ‘09 was the most 
successful fully-integrated exercise to 
date, providing services to over 3000 
satisfied customers. 

- The battalion hosted two Semi-Annual 
Senior Signal Leader Development 
(SSLD) conferences to assist signal lead-
ers throughout the Bavarian footprint 
with information and requirements to 
support the Warfighter. 

- The battalion hosted the Full Spectrum 
Sand Box Drill, consisting of six General 
Officers, and key leadership from the 5th 
Signal Command and 2nd Signal Brigade. 

- The battalion maintained an immacu-

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  6 9 T H  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

late safety record with zero safety acci-
dents or incidents. 

2010 will bring many challenges as we 
embark on Operation Full Spectrum.  
There is no doubt that the road ahead 
will be tough, but we are confident that 
we will overcome any obstacles and suc-
ceed in the year ahead.  We are truly 
proud of each and every member of the 
69th Signal Battalion. 

To our Soldiers, Civilians, and Families ~ 
we would like to wish everyone a safe, 
peaceful, and joyous Holiday Season.   

 

“Voix de Commande” 

LTC Earl S. Nakata  

CSM Kristine A. Purnell 

CSM Kristine A. 
Purnell 

LTC Earl S. 
Nakata 
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6 9 T H  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  P I C T U R E S  

6 9 T H  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  E V E N T S / B I R T H D A Y S  

DDECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

3-SSG Bryan Hansen 
5-SFC Matthew Williams 
12-PFC Juan Gracia 
28-PV2 Kenneth Packard 
 

HAILS 

PV2 Selene Alvarado 
SFC Matthew Williams 
PVT Ternell Francis 
 
 

DECEMBER UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

1 – Single Soldier Retreat 
4-6 – Couples’ Marriage Retreat 
5 – Children’s Christmas Party 
17 – Adult Christmas Party 

 

29 October 2009 SPC  Bostic reenlists for four years and one 
year stabilization. 

LTC Nakata and CSM Purnell present 
Mr. David Proksch with a Battalion 
Certificate of Appreciation for speak-
ing at the Battalion’s American Indian 
Heritage Month Celebration.  Mr. 
Proksch is a member of the Regional 
Operation Center. 

69th Signal Battalion – Gas Chamber (CBRN Training). 
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6 9 T H  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  P I C T U R E S  

(Top to Bottom, Left to Right)   SPC David Rusciolelli, SPC Joseph Vallejo, SPC Adrian Daniel, SPC Eric 
Hendrix and SSG Lopez received 5th Signal Commander’s Coin of Excellence for their support  for 5th 
Signal Command VIP meeting.   
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72D ESB Soldiers and Families, 

Another month has passed and we are 
closer to the holiday season and the New 
Year...2010.  The past month has been a 
busy one for the Rear-Detachment.  We 
conducted a Family Update Brief for our 
Family members on 5 Nov.  It was great 
to see you all and thanks to all that at-
tended.  All FRGs have been very busy…
Take-Away-Tuesday at the Mannheim 
Elementary School have been a huge hit, 
several bake sales, and packing boxes to 
send to our deployed Soldiers.  Mark 
your calendars for the following events… 
Lunch with St Nick (6 Dec), Christmas 
Tree delivery (12 Dec), Evening with LTC 

and Mr. Griffin (14 Dec).  Please come 
out and join us.  The FRG is a command 
program for the Soldiers and Family 
members.  If nothing else it is a great 
support group to assist with issues or 
concerns.  All FRG’s could use more vol-
unteers.  If you are interested please 
contact your FRG Leaders.  Anytime you 
could spare would be helpful.   

The Soldiers on Rear-Detachment con-
tinue to impress me with their motiva-
tion, drive and support to all Family 
members.  The Soldiers on Rear-
Detachment all are prepared to assist as 
needed.  In early December we are de-
ploying more Soldiers in support of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom.  They are trained 
and ready to go.  We wish them all the 
best!  As the USAREUR half-day schedule 
approaches we are working different 
course of actions be able to support our 
Families.  Once I have something ap-
proved I will send the information out to 
your FRG Leaders.  We will do everything 
to support you but the Rear-Detachment 
Soldiers deserve some much needed 
Family Time.  Additionally, we are getting 
closer to our move from Taylor Barracks 

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  7 2 D - R E A R  S I G N A L  C O M P A N Y  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

to Sullivan Barracks.  I expect for us to 
start moving by early 2010.  Again, I will 
send out the update to your FRG Lead-
ers.  We will provide the same level of 
support during and after the move as we 
do now. 

As we move into December, travel and 
enjoy your time in Europe.  But be safe 
when you travel…check the weather, 
look over your vehicle, watch the news, 
and make sure someone has your con-
tact information. 

Finally, thank you for what you do every-
day!  Like I always say, the spouses are 
the real heroes here and I do believe 
that being an Army Spouse is the tough-
est job in the Army.  Remember if there 
is anything we can do, please let us 
know. 

Let me know if I can assist you with any-
thing!  My phone number is 0162-296-
2851.  I don’t know all the answers but 
I’m willing to assist and point you in the 
right direction.  - CPT Leicht 

 

1SG Brian K. 
Cantrell 

CPT Rob C. Leicht 
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72D ESB Soldiers and Families, 
 
     With the Holiday seasons upon us 
take some time to reflect on what the 
past four months has brought to this 
great Battalion and what we have to 
look forward to. First off it has been 
my great pleasure to be able to help 
support the great spouses of this 
outstanding Battalion, your Soldiers 
would be proud of all you have done 
and will continue to do over the com-
ing months.  I continue to learn how 
special the Military spouse is and 
how strong they must be to do what 
they do on a daily basis and am al-
ways here to provide you with what-
ever support you might need and if I 
do not have the answers I will be able 
to get you to the right Community 
Organization that will be able to sup-
port your needs.  Remember your 
Spouses are very proud of you and 
we are to for all the sacrifices you 
make. 

    The Commander talked about the 
upcoming events over the holidays in 
the Community and some of the things 
the Battalion FRG has going on so 
please come out and join us.  I want to 
continue to urge the Spouses of the 
Battalion to get involved with the FRG 
if you are not already.  We have a 
great Senior Spouse Advisory Team in 
Mrs. Renee Ginn and Mrs. Julie Acome 
not to forget the great supporting cast 
of company FRG Leaders who are out 
there volunteering their time to help 
the spouses and to make this deploy-
ment an easer one for you.  Also let 
me take this chance to echo what 
CSM Acome always says…take this 
time and set yourself some personal 
goals it will definitely help the time go 
by quicker if you keep yourself busy. 

 
      

 

To the Soldiers of the Rear Detachment I 
could not be any prouder of the way you have 
performed over the past six months and your 
performance has been recognized on many 
occasions.  We still have a long road ahead of 
us but if the first six months is an ideal of 
what is to come I am looking forward to the 
continued success we are having. It has and 
will continue to be my great pleasure to serve 
you the Soldier. 

 
    Final thought I am the unseen one but I am 
always engaged in all family issues and Sol-
dier issues that arise.  Please do not hesitate 
to call me at 0162-273-1041 if you need any 
assistance. 

 
V/R 

1SG Cantrell 

Regulator 7 
 

 

7 2 D  S I G N A L  B A T T A L I O N  E V E N T S / P R O M O T I O N S   

PPromotions 

Moran, Jeremy promoted to SGT 

 

 

 

 

 

Babies Born 
SPC Wheeler and wife Jessica became 

the proud parents of Isabella Marie, 
4lbs and 16 inches long.  Congratula-

tions to this Family. 
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LTC Van D. Jarrell CSM Robert A. 
Daniel, Jr. 

Team,  
 
Within the last few months you have 
been totally engaged in the AGM Vista 
Migration, Immediate Response 10, the 
CDS project in Hainerberg Housing 
Area, and 5th Signal CMD DSL support 
for BLDG 1007. These are just a few 
things that you’ve accomplished that 
don’t include our daily battle rhythm; 
you continue to amaze me of your pro-
fessionalism each and every day. The 
Commander and I are very proud of the 

Soldiers, and Civilians of this battalion; 
you make this battalion great because 
of your unwavering dedication to the 
battalion’s mission. I’ve been tremen-
dously impressed with the professional-
ism and leadership of the Soldiers, 
Civilians, of the 102d Signal BN. The 
American people back home can rest 
assured that you are trained and able 
to accomplish any mission, anywhere, 
and at anytime. Thank you and your 
Families for the personal sacrifices you 
make day-in and day-out as we con-
tinue to accomplish our mission every 
day. 
Honor, Heritage, History 
 “NET Ready” 
 

The month of November was a busy 
one for the 102d as the unit com-
pleted Commander’s Prime Time 
Training (CPTT), participated in the 
Full Spectrum Proof of Concept by 
deploying elements in support of 
Immediate Response (IR) 10 and 
continued base closures.  CPTT was a 
huge success for the organization as 
all of the Soldiers received training 
on Warrior Tasks and Battle Drills.  
The NCOs once again led the way by 
expertly executing all associated 
training tasks as they continue to 
groom the Leaders of tomorrow.  The 
battalion Range was a huge success 
and a point of bragging rights.  The 
Soldiers competed and pushed each 

other to excel and bring home brag-
ging rights for highest scores on the 
range.  During November, LTC Jarrell, 
CSM Daniel, MAJ Thompson and SFC 
Metts all deployed to the former Soviet 
country of Georgia in order to provide 
Command and Control of the OPCON’d 
JNN team from the 44th.  Logistics 
was initially a matter of concern; how-
ever, the communication between the 
C2 element and the brigade JOC was 
excellent and led to a quick acquisi-
tion of parts and equipment.  Many 
thanks to the JOC team that was able 
to magically get equipment on random 
aircraft heading to Georgia and their 
professionalism in their support of our 
organization.  Heading into December 

there is no slowing down for the 102d as we 
push to finish base closures such as Dex-
heim, Neubruecke and the re-homing of all 
communication assets from Darmstadt to 
Wiesbaden.  We are looking forward to the 
Prayer Breakfast in December that Chaplain 
Rogers has been working diligently on, it will 
be a first class event and a great reflection of 
the quality of work this organization pro-
duces.  Our annual Holiday Ball will be held 
on 22 December and looks to be as much fun 
for the Soldiers, Civilians and Families as last 
year’s event.  Happy Holidays, be safe and 
take care of your Families and friends during 
the holiday season. 

 

 

Soldiers and Civilians alike relax 
and participate in the 2009 102d 
Turkey Bowl. 
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Soldiers conducting battle drills during 
Commander’s Prime Time Training (CPTT).  

SPC Moore qualifies during the 

SFC Kelly gets to know the locals 
during CPTT. 

EEVENTS 

07 DEC 09 - 102d Signal Battalion 
Prayer Breakfast 

08 DEC 09 – NCODP 

09 DEC 09 - Lighthouse Lunch VTC 

10 DEC 09 – HEAT Trainer 

18 DEC 09 - ODP 

22 DEC 09 - Holiday Party 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS        
              
PFC WILKINSON        

SGT McCALL   

PFC PENNINGTON   

SPC DOUGLAS   

MR. NEILSON    

HERR ZERFASS    

HERR HUSSAIN   

PV2 REYNA     

 

 

 

 

 

HAILS  

MR. FOTOUHI     

CPT ROGERS 

2LT RODRIGUEZ 

SFC DAVIS 

SFC BREESE  

 SGT MCCALL 

SPC JAMES 

FAREWELLS 

MR. TOWNER 

SSG RIVERS 
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Dear Soldiers, Civilians, Friends and 
Families of the 509th,  

The past sixty days were an extremely 
busy and exciting time for the 509th Sig-
nal Battalion as we continued to execute 
full spectrum operations across four 
continents.  We supported the com-
manding general of US Army Africa in 
CONUS and on the African Continent, the 
Multi-National Task Force-East (MNTF-E) 
Kosovo Force (KFOR) 11 and 12 rota-
tions and their transition of authority, 
base operations across eleven casermas 
in Northern Italy and the EUCOM-directed 
Juniper Cobra 2010 exercise.   
 
We continued to press on with our robust 
Soldiers training program championed by 
our Command Sergeant Major.  Two 
Soldiers and one DA Civilian successfully 
graduated from the Special Operations 
Radio Operator’s Course (SOROC) at Ft. 
Bragg, North Carolina, several Soldiers 
trained with the Germans and earned 
their Schutzenschnur Badge, select Sol-
diers completed their Level II Combat-
ives certification and the Expeditionary 
Signal Team (EST) Soldiers continued 
OJT on network management, Tier II sup-
port, IA fundamentals and systems ad-
ministration while embedded in the Op-
erations Center-Vicenza and Information 
Processing Node-Italy (IPN-I).   
 
The entire Battalion team continues to 
focus on the Dal Molin build-out which 
will enable the 173d Airborne Brigade 
Combat Team (ABCT) to be stationed in 
their entirety in Italy in FY13, making the 

Vicenza Military Community (VMC) the 
second largest military community in 
Europe. 
 
Additionally, we celebrated two impor-
tant holidays in November, Veteran’s 
Day, to honor and commemorate those 
who served before us and those who 
gave all to preserve our way of life, and 
Thanksgiving Day, with a feast in the 
award-winning South of the Alps Dining 
Facility.  The Family Readiness Group 
(FRG) sponsored a Battalion Holiday 
party in early December with a Christmas 
feast and surprise visit from the Santa 
who handed out gifts for the children. 
 
We wish all the best in this upcoming 
holiday season and into the next year.  
VVOICE OF THE LION! 

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  B A T T A L I O N  5 0 9 T H  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

CSM Chester D. 
Grelock 

LTC G. Shawn Wells 

Santa’s visit to the 509th 
FRG Holiday party. 

        LTC Wells’ command visit to EST personnel in Uganda.  
EST supported US Army Africa during Natural Fire 10.  
From left to right, MSG Tyson, LTC Wells, SGT Smith. 
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    Reflecting back over 2009, The 
Year of the NCO, and looking forward 
to the upcoming holiday season, we 
have a lot to be thankful for.  The 
509TH Signal Battalion has estab-
lished a long legacy of producing 
distinguished and valiant leaders.  To 
name a few, we took a newly arrived 
E4 , SPC Hong, developed him 
through NCOPD and mentorship and 
eighteen months later he was SSG 
Hong and winner of the FY09 NET-
COM NCO of Year;  A young soldier, 
PFC Baker, arrived to the unit not 
fully understanding the Army and its 
culture, but after NCO support and 
leadership, he returned from a volun-
tary six-month WIAS tasking to Af-
ghanistan as a Specialist, scored a 

296 on his APFT and is now showing 
leadership for the new Soldiers in the 
Battalion.   He is now out front on 
Company runs with a unit of 285 PT 
averages following close behind.   

    At the peak of 2009, 509TH main-
tained 6 out of 13 Soldiers on the 
USAG-Vicenza Wall of Heroes which we 
share with U.S. Army Africa, the 173RD 
Airborne Brigade Combat Team, and 
other tenant units.  Physically, we 
maintain records in the Men’s and 
Women’s categories of the installation 
5KM Run Championships, placed in 
the top 1% out of over 30,000 runners 
in the Army Ten Miler in Washington 
D.C., and have had runners place in 
endurance runs over 50 miles in the 
vicinity of Fort Bragg.  Militarily we 

have won more Soldier and NCO of the Quar-
ter boards than any other unit on USAG-V, 
and academically we have maintained over a 
90% participation rate in higher learning.   

   Today we have Soldiers pushing the enve-
lope on rapidly deployable tactical communi-
cations at the Special Operations Radio Op-
erator Course, at Fort Bragg, NC.  Looking 
forward to 2010, we’ll be attacking the Italian 
Alps in a Battalion wide Joint Northern War-
fare Training Exercise with the Italian Army, 
and sending select Soldiers through the cov-
eted Italian Air Assault and Ranger Courses.  
We will also initiate the design to build a Rein-
forced Signal Company with JNN, Expedition-
ary Signal, and administrative functions.   

Make the right choice with us today, and be 
ready to “Fight Tonight!” 

A Unit of Ordinary Soldiers doing Extra Ordinary Things 

        509th Soldiers earning their Schutzenschnur Badges 
with the German NCO Academy at Grafenwoer. 

        PFC Murphy, SPC Rodgers and Mr Jean Valdez (YA-
2210) participated in a Thanksgiving 10K run. 
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        CSM Grelock’s infamous PT 
wall, he lovingly named ‘The 
Heartbreaker’. 

        CPT DuBose, HHD CDR, crosses finish 
line at the Army 10-miler. 

        EST PACSTAR 3500 hotel kit set up in a Swaziland 
in support of US Army Africa exercise MEDFLAG 09. 

        Mr Jean Valdez and PFC Murphy posing with finishers’ 
medals after completing the SOCOM 50-miler ultra-
marathon in Washington, DC while at SOROC. 
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Message from the Command Team: 

As we celebrate the successful comple-
tion of our first ever field exercise; Sol-
diers, civilians, and Families are all ea-
gerly looking forward to the Holidays.  
Our exercise was a great success, and 
the Soldiers received valuable training in 

everything from the logistics of a 24/7 
operation, to making network cables, to 
running a Control Center.  We couldn’t be 
more proud of the professionalism and 
dedication that the Soldiers exhibited.  
Also, we recognize the stress an exercise 
like this can cause on families, and we 
would like to express our appreciation to 
the parents and children who worked so 
hard while we were running our long 
shifts. 

Now, as we near the holiday season, we 
will take time to give thanks in an up-
coming Potluck at the USO, and we have 
also begun planning for a Christmas 
party!  If you would like to be involved in 
the FRG, or you are not currently receiv-
ing information from them, please email 

OOld Guard Gets a New Addition 
 
Congratulations to SFC Gross who was 
selected over a total of 100 applicants to 
serve as the Regimental S4 with the 
opportunity for selection to one of the 
specialty platoons (Tomb Guard, Drill 
Team etc) during his tour. 
 
The 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old 
Guard) conducts memorial affairs to 
honor our fallen comrades and ceremo-
nies and special events to represent the 
Army, communicating its story to our 
Nation's citizens and the world. On order, 
conducts defense support of civil au-
thorities and deploys elements in sup-
port of Overseas Contingency Opera-
tions. 
  

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  H H C  C O M M A N D  T E A M  

H H C  E V E N T S  

Mrs. Williams at 
marj.williams@us.army.mil 

Happy Holidays! 

 

CPT Myra Waldher 

1SG  Joseph Williams 

 
 
 

CPT Myra Waldher 1SG  Joseph 
Williams 

Events 
 
17 Dec 1600-1800 HHC Company Fam-
ily Readiness Group hosts annual Christ-
mas Holiday Party.  Santa will be there 
with gifts for the children.   
 
18 Dec HHC Company Rock Climbing 
Wall: Soldiers will have a chance to rock 
climb on the climbing wall at the Ramm-
stein Mall.   
.   
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H H C  P I C T U R E S  

Ms. Muller and Mr. Lindbergh give an amazing perform-
ance during the Native American Heritage Celebration. 

SPC Crosby speaks during the 
Native American Heritage 
Celebration. 

Mr. Elliott, CPT Lokodi, and CPT Labo serve 
Thanksgiving Dinner.   

Ms. Muller gives a lesson in Native American dancing.. 
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“Whom to Place Your Trust In” 

 

In May 1995, Randy Reid, a 34-year-old 
construction worker, was welding on top 
of a nearly completed water tower out-
side Chicago. According to writer Melissa 
Ramsdell, Reid unhooked his safety gear 
to reach for some pipes when a metal 
cage slipped and bumped the scaffold-
ing he stood on. The scaffolding tipped, 
and Reid lost his balance. He fell 110 
feet, landing face down on a pile of dirt, 
just missing rocks and construction de-
bris.  A fellow worker called 911. 

When paramedics arrived, they found 
Reid conscious, moving, and complain-
ing of a sore back.  Apparently the fall 
didn't cost Reid his sense of humor. As 
paramedics carried him on a backboard 
to the ambulance, Reid had one request: 
"Don't drop me." (Doctors later said Reid 
came away from the accident with just a 
bruised lung.) 

 

Sometimes we resemble that construc-
tion worker. God has protected us from 
the harm of the 110-foot fall, sin and 
death. Yet, we are nervous about trusting 
Him with the three-foot heights in our 
life.  Surely He can be trusted with the 
smaller concerns and fears we face this 
season. Start your New Year deciding to 
trust and lean on the goodness of God. 
He promises to be with you, to never 
leave you, and to help you. Trust Him. 

 

Taste and see that the LORD is good; 
blessed is the one who takes refuge in 
him. Psalms 34:8 

 

 

CH (MAJ) Tim Meador 

T H E  C H A P L A I N ’ S  C O R N E R  

CH (MAJ) Tim Meador—2D Signal Brigade 
Chaplain 

“Start your New 
Year deciding to 
trust and lean on 
the goodness of 
God. ”  
  

 


